Witness the Spirit 

Youth & Adult Affirmation and Recognition 

Parish Awards . . .

Every parish may choose one young person and one adult (or married couple) to receive special recognition from the Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministry.  This event is a celebration of youth ministry and provides parishes the platform to publicly recognize the gifts of young people and the adults who guide them in their faith journey. In order to defray some of the cost of this event, parishes are asked to contribute $25.00 for each award they wish to present.  

The Discipleship Awards are presented to young people (Grades 9-12) who genuinely live their lives as  young disciples and can be described as: 

Consistently demonstrating a Christian attitude by word and example

Actively involved in the parish as well as their school or community
 

A positive role model to their peers, younger children and adults

A practicing Roman Catholic in a parish in the Diocese of Buffalo who attends Mass regularly 

The Companions on the Journey Awards are presented to adults (or married couples) who are active with and support their parish’s ministry with young people in youth groups, religious education, scouting, and countless other ministries. This recognition is awarded to lay people, clergy or members of  a religious community who meet the following criteria:

Has been a positive role model to youth by following the teachings and Gospel values of our Church

Has completed or is engaged in appropriate training and formation for their role in youth ministry

Has contributed significant time and energy in their youth ministry role for at least 5 years as an adult

Has made a lasting impact in their ministry experience


Is in full compliance with diocesan safe environment policies

Guidelines. . .  

Each parish is invited to select one youth and one adult (or married couple) to receive these awards.  

These are one-time only awards.  If you are uncertain of previous recipients from your parish, contact Diane at the Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministry (716-847-8789 or youth@buffalodiocese.org) to check if your intended nominee has already received the award.

Recipients must be present at the event to receive the award. The recipients will receive a complimentary ticket. The honoree(s) and parish may invite as many guests as they wish.  (See Reservation Form) 

As soon as recipients are selected by the parish, a parish leader should inform them of this honor and invite the recipients’ family and friends to attend the event.  The Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministry will send a letter to all recipients to extend our congratulations and confirm the award, however it is best if the initial notification comes from a parish representative (pastor, youth ministry leader, etc.).  
Please note: This year the Manus Christi Award will continue to be presented to outstanding high school seniors at the Diocesan Youth Convention. Please keep this in mind as you choose your recipient for the Discipleship Award.  
Please send signed and completed nomination form, nominee’s photo and award fee, $25.00 per award,  to the following:  Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 795 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14203. Checks made payable to Diocese of Buffalo. 
The deadline for all award nominations is  Wednesday, October 19, 2011.

Discipleship Award and Companions on the Journey Nomination Form 

Parish___________________________________________________ City/Town ____________________________

Name of Nominator _______________________________________ Phone ___________________________

PLEASE NOTE:  

We THANK YOU for taking the time to honor and recognize youth ministry at your parish. 

Please note the award qualifications and guidelines included in this packet. 

Please send this form with signatures, nominees’ photos and Award fee to: 

Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 795 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14203. 

Photos may be emailed to: youth@buffalodiocese.org 

Checks made payable to Diocese of Buffalo. 


Deadline for submission – October 19, 2011

Companions on the Journey Award- Presented to one adult (or married couple) who is active with young people with the parish’s ministry with youth.  (i.e. youth group, religious education, scouting, etc.)

Recipient ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________
City ______________________________

Zip ____________________________________
Phone ___________________________

In 2-3 sentences please describe the impact this adult has made on the youth ministry program. 

 Please Print or Type 

Discipleship Award - Presented to one teenager who genuinely lives as a disciple and should be recognized for his/her contributions to the group and service to others.  

Recipient ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________
City/Town_______________________________

Zip ____________________________________
Phone ___________________________

In 2-3 sentences, please describe the impact this young person has made through their involvement in youth ministry. 

Please Print or Type  

_________________________________________


________________________________

Parish Coordinator of Youth Ministry Signature


Pastor Signature
Number of Awards  ______ @ $25.00 each = ____________








