






January 5, 2012

Dear Fathers and Deacons,
I invite you to join me for lunch and a critically important conversation about our young people and our Church’s outreach to them.  I welcome Dr. Robert McCarty, Executive Director of the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry, who will facilitate this Clergy Day on Engaging Young People in the Faith Community on Thursday, February 16, 2012 (noon to 3 P.M.), at the University at Buffalo Newman Center in Amherst.  
When I met with the Holy Father in November, he asked me about the youth of our diocese.  I shared with him my great concern about the secularization that surrounds them and how this challenges their faith and their efforts to live good holy lives.  The Holy Father asked me, “But can they be reached?”  I responded most assuredly in the affirmative!  I know that we can effectively engage our young people – through their families, in our parishes, in Catholic high schools and through our diocesan youth ministry programs.  They are hungry for meaningful relationships, a chance to use their gifts in service, and a connection with God, and we can offer all of those things through the Catholic Church.
As we look ahead to the Year of Faith called for by Pope Benedict XVI (Oct. 2012-Nov. 2013), your leadership will be needed to foster the faith of our young people in a special way.  I believe this Clergy Day on Engaging Young People in the Faith Community will provide us with a contemporary vision for our ministry with youth which is why it is so important for you to attend.  

I am grateful to the Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministry for hosting this Clergy Day, which is made possible through the generous support of the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo.  Please respond to Mary Tepley (mtepley@buffalodiocese.org or 716-847-5520) by February 3 if you plan to join me on Thursday, February 16.
Be assured of my grateful prayers and best wishes for all that you have done and continue to do for the young people of our diocese.  

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev. Edward U. Kmiec                                                                                                                                Bishop of Buffalo

